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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Keywords: Examining the effec_ts of spatial governance on integrated regional
- Spatial-Spatial effects development is a crucial aspect of the planning and resource management
- Lorestan province system within the realm of territory. This study aims to elucidate and analyze
- Integrated regional the role and impacts of desirable regional governance in achieving integrated
development regional development. This will enable evaluating and monitoring future
- Governance spatial development policies for Lorestan Province. The central research

question is to what extent competent regional governance influences
integrated regional development. A comparative strategy based on
guantitative methodology is employed to address the research question. The
research population comprises experts and executive elites working in
development institutions such as the Lorestan Province Management and
Planning Organization, Lorestan Province Governorate, and qualified
consultants. Using stratified sampling, 30 individuals are selected as the
sample. The data collection method is based on a field approach, and the
data collection tool utilizes both library research and researcher-constructed
questionnaires. Additionally, the data analysis method and tools employ an
inferential approach based on model fit indices of measurement and
structural models, utilizing the Smart PLS software. The research findings
indicate that among the research indices, "spatial and regional approach to
development plans and projects” and “transparency in decision-making and
decision-making processes™ have the highest and lowest correlations with
the regional governance variable, respectively. The study highlights the
critical role of competent regional governance in fostering integrated

OriginaI_ArticIe regional development. It emphasizes the significance of spatially-informed
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formulation and implementation aimed at promoting integrated regional
development in Lorestan Province and beyond.
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Extended abstract

Background and purpose

Spatial governance plays a pivotal role in
achieving integrated regional development.
Characterized by collaborative policy-making
between public and private actors, regional
governance is a means to mobilize endogenous
development potential, a significant factor in
attracting foreign direct investment, and a way to
influence regional development. Consequently,
attaining integrated regional development and
addressing regional disparities is a critical aspect
of socioeconomic progress that necessitates a
novel approach to regional governance. It is
essential for achieving economic, social, and
spatial cohesion. In this context, Lorestan
Province, despite its significant but overlooked
potential, faces numerous spatial disparities that
have led to unbalanced regional development.
The primary research question is:

-What is the main factor contributing to the
unbalanced regional development of Lorestan
Province?

This premise suggests that one of the reasons for
the persistence of unbalanced regional
development in Lorestan Province is rooted in
the dysfunction of the governance system, in
other words, regional governance. Given this, the
present study aims to investigate and explain the
effects of regional governance on integrated
regional development.

Methodology

The current research is applied and seeks to
explain the reasons and effects between the
research components using a deductive
approach. A deductive research strategy based on
a quantitative method was employed to achieve
the research objective and answer the 'why'
questions. The study population comprises
experts and academic-executive elites in
academic institutions and development agencies.
A sample of 30 individuals was selected using a
stratified systematic sampling technique. Given
the quantitative nature of the research, a
questionnaire was used as the data collection
tool. An inferential statistical approach was
employed using Smart PLS to analyze the data.
The measurement model was assessed using item
reliability, composite reliability, factor loadings,
convergent validity, discriminant validity, and
the Fornell-Larcker criterion. The structural

model was evaluated based on significance
levels, coefficient of determination, effect size,
and overall model fit.

Findings and discussion

The research results indicate that, based on the
regional governance measurement model, among
the mentioned indicators, the "intervention of
power structures and governance in the region”
and "transparency in decision-making processes”
have the highest and lowest correlation with the
regional governance variable, respectively.
Moreover, the research findings show that the
factor loadings of the integrated regional
development measurement model are significant
in 18 indicators (items). Based on this
framework, "attention to the basic needs and
infrastructure in nature-based tourism" and
"accountability of regional development plans
and programs" have the highest and lowest
correlation with the integrated regional
development variable, respectively.

Conclusion

Integrated territorial development, as a product
of spatial planning and policy-making systems,
will yield favorable outcomes when it is based on
the principles and components of good regional
governance. In other words, regional governance
and the utilization of its components as an
effective process can facilitate integrated
regional development and realize the desired
spatial organization as the final product. In this
regard, the present study aims to analyze the
effects of good regional governance on
integrated regional development. The research
results show that the observed variables have
explanatory power for measuring the latent
variable of "integrated regional development."
Moreover, regional governance has a strong
effect on integrated regional development. This
finding is consistent with the results of the
research by Darvishi and Sejody (2023). Given
this, policymakers and researchers, by
understanding the important role of spatial
governance in achieving balanced regional
development, can work towards creating more
just and sustainable societies in the future.

Keywords: Spatial-Spatial effects, Lorestan
Province, Integrated regional development,
Governance.
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1. FDI
2. Multi-Level Governance (MLG)
3. Integrated regional development



4. Spatial Dependence and Spillover Effects

5. Social Network Analysis

6. Power dynamics

7. Scaling in Regional Development

8. Explanation

e canl oo JUal slods a5 cdge Ghpdy g balé slaa ks Bis ol baas a5 g0l o5l 5l oguds opl Ban .4

23,5 oo w5 ooy b ledl aslin 3 )b 51 s 3 a5l & 5 9,0 40 b i

'M[J)J 9 w).u\.a QLA)LMJ Cyaoy o uw.:Lc" 9 ‘SJJ)MLﬁf ULM:LA.M:)lS 9 u“ﬁl’““ GUL:-MJ)J oKl ..\.,.:L.M:‘ JALM: 6)[1.2)/ > ;L.jo AR

A.ml)sn UL.M:)J UL.M:‘ Lg)LAJLMJ‘ 9 ul:-M)‘ ‘le).>l 6@0&»0 Q‘J"J‘A 9 ULM:LM:)U ‘Lgf)

(Slosle 5 (o250 g peld sll )3 a9k Cuglsl g Cedl 4 az g b o WS (o0 oS> (S Wges Blate (g (nl o))
Joe sl slowi 4y atuly pgo Glaie g bl asils |y 1653k slal 1 plaS j2 10 p3Y Comdo 5 (SIS 4,00 ol bbaigad
Wges Hlgie 4 a5 Ve ojlw o bl g ooy o l) gldihie oylg g gladhie Jolas 5,5l o5l dw a5 sl ogpie
wl IR ul?v...:‘
12. Fornell-Larcker
13. T-value
14. R Square(R2)
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18. Empowering Local Participation
19. Decentralization with accountability
20. Participatory budgeting
21. Strengthening Institutional Capacity
22. Investing in human capital
23. Peer learning and knowledge exchange
24. Fostering Openness and Accountability
25. Right to Information (RTI) laws
26. Leveraging Technology and Data
27. E-governance initiatives
28. Open data portal
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