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Absratct

Introduction: Special Economic Zones (SEZs) have increasingly become strategic instruments for attracting
investment and stimulating regional economic growth. However, their developmental outcomes often include
uneven spatial effects and varying degrees of spillovers in surrounding areas. In this context, the present study aims
to examine the spatial-economic consequences of the Arg-e Jadid SEZ, drawing on the theoretical foundations of
regional spillover effects and spatial growth theories. The study specifically seeks to identify which spatial and
economic variables in the surrounding areas are most influenced by SEZ development and how these changes shape
patterns of regional disparity.

Materials and Methods: The research adopts a quantitative approach using spatial and economic data covering the
period 1385 — 1404, Data were gathered from national statistical agencies, geographic information sources, and
regional development reports. A combination of spatial and statistical indicators—including population growth rate,
land prices, changes in industrial land use, Landsat satellite imagery, and the Regional Disparity Index (RDI)—was
employed to measure the extent and distribution of SEZ-induced transformations across neighboring urban areas.
Results and Discussion: The analysis shows that the establishment of the Arg-e Jadid SEZ has substantially affected
the economic and physical dynamics of surrounding regions. These effects include population growth, expansion of
infrastructure, and increased capital investment in nearby cities. Nevertheless, the distribution of these impacts has
been spatially uneven, with growth concentrated in areas adjacent to the SEZ and weaker spillover effects in more
distant regions, resulting in pronounced spatial inequality. Land-use assessments reveal significant expansion of
built-up areas and a concurrent reduction in agricultural land, indicating the environmental pressures associated with
industrial development. Furthermore, RDI results indicate that spatial disparities are most pronounced in Bam and
Barvat, followed by Narmashir, with the intensity of disparity gradually diminishing with distance from the SEZ.
Conclusion: Overall, the findings highlight that while the Arg-e Jadid SEZ has contributed to accelerated economic
and physical development in its surrounding areas, its impacts have been unevenly distributed, producing notable
spatial disparities. The observed patterns of built-up expansion and agricultural land decline underscore the need for
more balanced and environmentally conscious regional planning to mitigate the unequal effects of SEZ-driven
growth.
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