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Abstract

Introduction: Spatial justice, as one of the fundamental principles of sustainable development, refers to the equitable
distributionof oppoytunitigs, resources, services, and facilities ingeographical space, along with inclusive decision-making
processes and resp the diversity of local needs and identities. Spatial justice is rooted at the intersection of two
fundamental concepts: "justice”(frommoral virtue to postmoderntheories)and "space” (fromastatic conceptto the context
for the reproduction of po ructures). However, the roots of this concept trace back to legal frameworks governing
territory. Without attention t ialjustice, sustainable development or the reduction of social and economic inequalities
cannot be expected. This is partic vident in rural areas where class gaps, weak infrastructure, and discriminationin
resource allocation are more prono # Economic, political, and planning structures, if lacking a justice-oriented
ideology, reproduce spatial inequalities. Meanwhile, two main factors shaping spatial inequality, namely natural conditions
and managerial decisions, play a decisive role.

Materials and Methods: This researchisap in terms of purpose and employs a survey research method. The data
collection method in this study was designed % answer the research questions. Initially, the items in the villagers'
questionnaire were evaluated by 15 experts selected threugh purposive non-probability sampling; unclear questions were
revised, and irrelevant ones were removed. In the seetiép€xamining spatial justice indicators and their compone nts, aone-

sample t-test was conducted in SPSS.

Results and Discussion: The vast majority of spatial justi dicators in both the mountainous (Savadkuh) and foothill
(North Savadkuh) regions show unfavorable status (mean scor low 3). This indicates significant inequalities in access
to opportunities, resources, and basic services in the studied rural sgttlements. A comparison of the two regions revealed
that the mean t-statistic for all indicators (except the psychologi€ak=mental dimension) in the mountainous villages of
Savadkuh was significantly lower than in the foothill villages of Nor kuh. This finding confirms that geographical
and topographical constraints of mountainous areas, as a structural fac ake achieving spatial justice much more
challenging and lead to deeper deprivation in these regions.
Conclusion: This finding suggests that residents of mountainous areas, despite fating more tangible challenges on other
indicators, report better levels of self-esteem, self-confidence, social motivation, antkgense,of belonging and local identity.
This phenomenon can be explained by concepts such as "psycho-social resilience™or ™internalized social capital” in
mountainous rural communities. Despite physical limitations, mountainous environme s‘if(:/possess more traditional

social structures, stronger tribal or familial solidarity, and a more distinct collective identityf'which can strengthen these
mental dimensions.

Keywords: One-Sample t-test, Structural Equation, Modeling (SEM), Foothill Villages, Mountainous Villages, Spatial
Justice Indicator.
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