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Abstract

Introduction: Rural ¢cémmunities’ livelihoods are closely dependent on natural resources, making rural residents’ ecological
attitudes an important factorjin environmental conservation. Despite the importance of ethical values in shaping environmental
attitudes, empirical evidence regarding the role of different dimensions of environmental ethics among rural residents in Iran
remains limited. Accordingly;=this'study aimed to examine the relationship between environmental ethics and ecological
attitudes and to elucidate the role of environmental ethics in shaping the ecological attitudes of rural residents in Razavi
Khorasan Province, Iran.

Materials and Methods: This applied study employed a descriptive—analytical design based on a field survey. Data were
collected using a researcher-developed questionnaire measured on a five-point Likert scale. In the conceptual model,
environmental ethics was specified as an exogenous construct comprising three dimensions—theocentrism, anthropocentrism,
and ecocentrism—operationalizedthrough a total,of20 indicators. Ecological attitude was specifiedas an endogenous construct
comprising three dimensions—cognitive, affective, and behavioral—measured through a total of 22 indicators. The
relationships among the constructs and their constituent.dimensions were assessed using structural equation modeling (SEM)
with AMOS software. The reliability analysis indicated acceptable internal consistency, with Cronbach’s alpha coefficients of
0.826 for environmental ethics and 0.884 for ecological attitade.

Results and Discussion: The structural model revealed a“positive, strong, and statistically significant relationship between
environmental ethics and rural residents’ ecological attitudes (standardized path coefficient= 0.94, p < 0.001). This finding
indicates that stronger ethical and value-based foundations regarding the environment are associated with higher levels of
ecological attitudes among rural residents. The measurement model further demonstrated that the dimensions of environmental
ethics did not contribute equally to the empirical representation ofsthe, construct. In the final model, theocentrism and
ecocentrismplayedmore prominentroles inrepresenting environmental ethics, whereas the anthropocentrismdimension lacked
sufficient empirical support and was therefore removed from the final model. This finding suggests that, in the study context,
the ethical relationship between humans and the environment may be grounded Tess in exclusively human-centered interests
and more in value-based principles concerning the intrinsic respect for nature and human responsibility toward the created
order. Moreover, the cognitive, affective, and behavioral dimensions adequately representedthe ecological attitude construct,
underscoring its multidimensional nature.

Conclusion: The findings demonstrate that environmental ethics, particularly its theocentrlc and ecocentric dimensions, is
closelyassociated withrural residents’ecological attitudes and may serve as an important value-based foundation for supporting
rural environmental conservation. Accordingly, environmental policies in rural areas should not focus solely on knowledge
transfer and the provision of technical guidelines for natural resource conservation; rather, the value -based, cultural, and ethical
dimensions of local communities should also be incorporated into the design and implementation of sueh*poliCies. Integrating
environmental education with concepts such as responsibility, respect for nature, reverence for natural resourees, and human
responsibility toward future generations may contribute to strengthening ecological attitudes. From this perspective, local
institutions, environmental authorities, educational systems, and rural development planners can strategically draw upon the
cultural and religious capacities of rural communities to strengthen environmental ethics and transform it into an effective
component of natural resource conservation and sustainable rural development.
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