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Abstract

Introduction: The presént study was conducted with the aim of examining the role of architectural components and urban
identity in promoting Sustainable. tourism in the city of Garmsar. Despite possessing architectural heritage, a historical fabric,
industrial elements, a railway, garden-city features, and local rituals, Garmsar has remained primarily a transit hub along the
Tehran—Mashhad corridor due to'the spatial dispersion and weak networked connectivity of its identity elements, and has been
unable to transform into a sustainable urban tourism destination. Accordingly, this research seeks to identify the architectural
and urban identity components of Garmsar and to analyze their role in sustainable tourism.

Materials and Methods: The research is applied in terms of purpose, descriptive—analytical in approach, and mixed-methods
(qualitative—quantitative) in methodology,sand'was conducted in four stages: qualitative, fuzzy Delphi, quantitative, and GIS-
based spatial analysis. In the qualitative stage, using grounded theory and interviews with )@ specialists, local residents, and
tourist guides, the identity components were identified and analyzed through three-stage coding. The codes were validated via
the fuzzy Delphi method with the participation of ¥© experts. In the quantitative stage, structural equation modeling based on
the partial least squares method was applied to a sample of ¥+ residents and tourists to examine the effect of the identity
components on the economic, social, environmental, and physical-managerial dimensions of sustainable tourism. Spatial
analysis was also performed using a geographic information system and weighted overlay of layers based on the path
coefficients.

Results and Discussion: The findings revealed that the architéctural and*urban identity components of Garmsar are organized
into eight main categories: hydraulic architecture and water resour¢es management, industrial and warehouse architectural
heritage, the physical identity of the station city, morphology of the vernacular residential fabric, technology and eco-compatible
materials, collective memory and ritual memorials, the ecological identity of the garden city, and the identity capacity of heritage
and tourism development. The results of structural equation modeling [indicated that urban identity and architecture exert a
positive, direct, and significant effect on all four dimensions of sustainable.tourism, with the strongest effect on the economic
dimension, followed by the social dimension. Spatial analysis identified thre¢ main foci of the city’s spatial identity (the
historical fabric, the industrial-railway axis, and the garden-city belt); however, their spatial dispersion and weak networked
connectivity have reduced the tourism performance of these elements.

Conclusion: Based on the findings, the urban identity and architecture of Garmsar constltute a cultural—spatial capital that, if
managed in an integrated manner, can become a driver of sustainable tourism. Accordingly, the creation of an integrated
heritage—tourism corridor to connect the three identity foci, the empowerment of the local community and small-scale
businesses in priority zones, and the development of a GIS-based spatial monitoring system™for protecting architectural
authenticity and guiding future interventions are proposed. Overall, sustainable tourism in Garmsar i$fhot merely an economic
project, but a cultural, social, and spatial one; without it, urban identity will gradually erode, and the opportunity to transform
the city from a transit hub into a dynamic and lasting destination will be lost.
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